GOVERNMENT OF NCT OF DELHI
DEPARTMENT OF FORESTS & WILDLIFE,
A-BLOCK, 2"? FLOOR, VIKAS BHAWAN,
IP ESTATE, NEW DELHI-110002

F.1(2856)/Legal/HQ/26-27/ 3444 -%#2 Date: 11:06. 202¢
CIRCULAR

Subject: Compliance of Order dated 29.05.2026 passed by the Hon’ble High Court of Delhi
in CONT.CAS (C) 1003/2026 titled Lakshay Mangla & Anr. vs. Ankit Kumar & Ors.
regarding stay of the Notification dated 06.06.2025.

Kind attention is invited to the Gazette Notification dated 06.06.2025 titled “Directions to
Tree Officers under Section 33 of the Delhi Preservation of Trees Act, 1994 regarding Section 8 of the
DPTA, 1994 " issued by the Department of Forests & Wildlife, GNCTD.

The Hon'ble High Court of Delhi, vide Order dated 29.05.2026 passed in Cont. Cas. (O)
No. 1003/2026 titled Lakshay Mangla & Anr. vs. Ankit Kumar & Ors., has stayed the operation of
the Notification dated 06.06.2025 titled “Directions to Tree Officers under Section 33 of the Delhi
Preservation of Trees Act, 1994 regarding Section 8 of the DPTA, 1994 till the next date of
hearing, i.e., 07.07.2026. The relevant extract of the Order is reproduced below: :

“9. Meanwhile, the Orders of this Court must be complied with in letter, spirit and intent
and till the next date of hearing the effect and operation of nonfzcanon dated 06.06.2025
shall remain stayed.”

In view of the aforesaid directions of the Hon’ble High Court of Delhi, the contents of the
order dated 29.05.2026 are hereby brought to the notice of all concerned for information, necessary
action and strict compliance. It is requested that no action be taken in terms of the Notification
dated 06.06.2025 until further orders of the Hon’ble Court.

This issues with the approval of the competent authority.

Encl:

1. Notification dated 06.06.2025 titled Directions to Tree Officers under Section 33 of the Delhi
Preservation of Trees Act, 1994 regarding Section 8 of the DPTA, 1994,

2. Order dated 29.05.2026 passed by the Hon’ble High Court of Delhi in CONT.CAS (C)
1003/2026 titled Lakshay Mangla & Anr. vs. Ankit Kumar & Ors.
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To,
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15

16.

17.

The Commissioner of Police, Delhi Police, Jai Singh Road, New Delhi-110001.

The Vice Chairman, Delhi Development Authority (DDA), Vikas Sadan, INA, New
Delhi-110023.

The Commissioner, Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD), Dr. S.P. Mukherjee Civic
Centre, J.L.N. Marg, New Delhi-110002.

The Chairperson, New Delhi Municipal Council (NDMC), Palika Kendra, Parliament
Street, New Delhi-110001.

The Principal Secretary, Public Works Department (PWD), GNCTD, MSO Building,
[.P. Estate, New Delhi-110002.

The Chief Executive Officer, Delhi Parks and Garden Society, Delhi Secretariat, New
Delhi.

The Chairman, National Highways Authority of India (NHAI), Sector-10, Dwarka,
New Delhi-110075.

The Director General (Works), Central Public Works Department (CPWD), Nirman
Bhawan, New Delhi-110011.

The Chief Executive Officer, Delhi Jal Board (DJB), Varunalaya, Jhandewalan, New
Delhi.

The Director (Horticulture), Environment Department, GNCTD, LP. Estate, New
Delhi.

The Chairman-cum-Managing Director, NTPC Limited, NTPC Bhawan, Lodhi Road,
New Delhi-110003.

The Chief Executive Officer, Delhi Cantonment Board, Delhi-110010.

The Managing Director, Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC), Metro Bhawan,
Barakhamba Road, New Delhi-110001.

The Chairman-cum-Managing Director, Delhi Transport Corporation (DTC), I.P.
Estate, New Delhi-110002.

The Chairman-cum-Managing Director, Delhi State Industrial and Infrastructure
Development Corporation (DSIIDC), Wazirpur Industrial Area, Delhi-110052.

The Managing Director, BSES Rajdhani Power Limited (BRPL), BSES Bhawan,
Nehru Place, New Delhi-110019.

The Secretary, Directorate of Higher Education, GNCTD, Pitampura, Delhi-110034.
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The Director, Directorate of Education, GNCTD, Delhi-110054.

The Chief Executive Officer, Delhi Urban Shelter Improvement Board (DUSIB), ITO,
New Delhi.

The General Manager, Northern Railway / Divisional Engineer (Horticulture),
Northern Railway, Baroda House, New Delhi.

The Chief Engineer, Irrigation & Flood Control Department, GNCTD.

The Chief Executive Officer / Managing Director, Tata Power Delhi Distribution
Limited (TPDDL), Delhi.

All District Magistrates of Delhi.

All Deputy Commissioners of Police (Districts), Delhi.

The Land and Development Officer, Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs, Nirman
Bhawan, New Delhi-110001.

All Principal Secretaries/Secretaries/Heads of Departments, Government of NCT of
Delhi.

IT Cell, Department of Forests & Wildlife, GNCTD, with the request to upload the

Circular on the Departmental website.

Copy for information to:

NV W —

Secretary to Principal Secretary (Environment & Forests), GNCTD.
PCCF & HoD, Department of Forests & Wildlife, GNCTD.

CCF (A), Department of Forests & Wildlife, GNCTD.

CCF, Department of Forests & Wildlife, GNCTD.

All DCFs/Tree Officers, Department of Forests & Wildlife, GNCTD.
Guard File.

Deputy Conservator of Forests (P&M)
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* IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI
+ CONT.CAS(C) 1003/2026 & CM APPL. 37663/2026
LAKSHAY MANGLA ANDANR ... Petitioners
Through:  Mr. Aditya N Prasad and Mr Pratyush
Jain along with Petitioners
Versus
ANKIT KUMAR ANDORS. ... Respondents
Through:  Ms. Urvi Mohan, Adv., Panel
Counsel for GNCTD/Forest
Mr Govil Upadhyaya, GP, for RS, Delhi Police,
UOI, Mr. Chiranjiv Kumar, Mr Mukesh Sachdeva,
Adyvs. for RS SHO PS Shalimar Bagh

CORAM:
HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE JASMEET SINGH
ORDER
% 29.05.2026
CM APPL.. 37662/2026

Exemption allowed, subject to all just exceptions.
The application is disposed of.
CONT.CAS(C) 1003/2026
1. This is a writ petition filed under Section 12 of the Contempt of

Courts Act, 1971 read with Article 215 of the Constitution of India for
wilfully disobeying the order dated 23.02.2024 passed in W.P. (C)
4355/2020.

2. The petition shows clear apathy and shocking state of affairs that
despite repeated orders, the respondents have continued to flout and have
paid no regards whatsoever to the directions issued by this Court time and
again.

3. The photographs at P4 show trees having been cut from the grade

level.

This is a digitally signed order.
The authenticity of the order can be re-verified from Delhi High Court Order Portal by scanning the QR code shown above.
The Order is downloaded from the DHC Server on 10/06/2026 at 12:19:14



4. Ms. Mohan, learned counsel for the respondents, states that she is yet
to receive instructions in this regard. Further, she has handed over a notice
of hearing dated 22.05.2026 which shows mere paper formality being done
by the respondent.

5. The respondents in terms of the Order as well as Delhi Preservation of
Trees Act, 2023 are required to see the well being of each and every tree and
the petition/citizens cannot be required to inform or do policing for the
respondents.

6. The notification dated 06.06.2025 also seems to suggest that the
respondents are permitted to cut the trees which come in the way of
developmental work and shows that there are no safeguards available and/or
requirement to apply mind to seek alternatives before cutting of trees.

7. The same is an over reach of Orders dated 14.03.2022 and 29.01.2024
passed by this Court in CCP 220/2022. The respondents cannot be permitted
to overreach the Orders of the Court by issuing notifications.

8. Thus, prima facie the respondents seem to be in contempt. However,
before proceeding further, I am of the view, that a reply be called for and the
reply shall be filed within 4 weeks from today.

9. Meanwhile, the Orders of this Court must be complied with in letter,
spirit and intent and till the next date of hearing the effect and operation of
notification dated 06.06.2025 shall remain stayed.

10.  All the respondents shall join through Video Conferencing Mode on
the next date of hearing.

11. Liston 07.07.2026.

JASMEET SINGH, J
MAY 29, 2026/AS

This is a digitally signed order.
The authenticity of the order can be re-verified from Delhi High Court Order Portal by scanning the QR code shown above.
The Order is downloaded from the DHC Server on 10/06/2026 at 12:19:14
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TH T ToT &8 et aahe
GOVERNMENT OF THE NATIONAL CAPITAL TERRITORY OF DELHI

9 Uqd g-gviig faumr
Fferg==T
fawelt, 6 97 2025

faeell ga1 aRveor aftrfram (STAdY), 1994 &Y T 33 @ favid S, 1994° 3
OgRT 8 © W99 ¥ g& AfreiRal &1 fder

Bl W8 (277) /91 /3l / aRi—8(SINENT) / 2025—26 /3177:— faoell geT  uReror
AT (SUIEY), 1994 B GRT 33 ERT Y& ARKAT BT YANT BRI 8T, ISTI Ao &3 el
WRPR, THRd H Udg §RT SIUICIY, 1994 BT &RT 8 & Hae H get AHINAT Bl fFr=iferad fFcer
<l 2l

faeell ger ufReqor 1™ (SI9IEIY), 1994 &1 T 8 H F=IfeiRad aqmam a1 8 : —

4160 DG/2025 1)
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“g. FeAT T FaTs 3T MR IT Tidare — T ATATIT THAT THH dgd aaTT I HIwf

H T TS TAEAT o AATATY TH THT AR hHT ST HTIA AT eI TLIT ST TEqL AT Aiaar o
et aTa & gid gU, &I | ATh 9e7 ATITwrd &f q@iqard & o7 et ot e & & =7 98 59+
TATH H BT AT IHeh ATEHRIT | STAAT T=AAT 2I, Thel F&T TIAT AT I Agl HIITY IHFT
TSHTET 2T FT AT IHAHT AGT S=;

I AT F&T I TARTA Al FIET TAT 3T IEH 9 AT T ITATIATT o ToIT THIT Ga<r aaT
g T TEATEAT Blo T $[-FATHT UH FeT I FHled & [T qehle HILATs HT Tl g 3T Il FAT
24 H< % ST HATHT FeT ATSRTL T &7 |

faeell ger uRkReror S1fafaH, 1994 @1 URT 8 & SWYh Rqdh DI &I H &d gU, A
aRRefoal @ @ Afefas g2, SRrt Sy, 1994 @1 ORT 8 &1 WRegd W ©Y A AN Brdl
2, g1 MHIRAT & ArfesE & fou T/ &1 715 =

1.1.

1.2

1.3.

1.4.

Ife Rl Ash, Yol, ISRUMN, 3TeR {991, |e 3R 991 Mfe & AMiHeR 4§ ga1 WS
g 91 3 2 8 o Sfiadt ok wufky &1 wawr @1, ety ardrma § awer SO
GRFATHD GREAT YT 81 3R /AT AR ®1 JRefl & oy giivdRe 81, ar r 94
B Aifeld AT AR TH gell DI R BSIYWT/ B8 BT AR Je&l SABRI DI
AT |

I B g7 fll A1 & AFIRIER WR 39 YSR WSl 2 A7 9¢ I & & o &
gg1d 91T 81 8T 7, Al Pl A%ls H 97 SO~ 8 W& § a9 &R/ IhIS
HHAT BT G & o RS B, AT ATl Wi arell Yol &I U9 g&ll bl _d
§CHI /BT HRAI BRI TAT JeT JATABRT DI JfAT HRAT BIT |

I PIg geT WeR o8 @ ANNEGR H I7 WeaR AR W 39 PR Tl ¢ AT 98
RET ©, 9 AaR &1 yare q1fer 81 X8l 8, IR offg &l qhlg § 9 S~ &
B B, WaR a3 &I afd 81 @ 7 SR /AT IERAET /ABTS Bl B GRem & forg
NGRS 8, Al AR W@iHE arell Toidl & U gell &1 qRd §CHT /BT’ vl
grfl 3R geT SIfBRY BT Gfad &A1 8T |

Ife B1E &1 forsh) faRrad wae /e & uR¥R & o7 ® a7 39 UaR dgdr & &
S IHD! AREAHD GREAT Pl GRT B AR IHD TwER H Gl I Bl
3R /AT IREAT / YTGR BT DI GRET & folg IR 81, a1 WAl / Toldl T
Jell P ThIel BT/ BT DR FBIT IR gl JAMBRT Bl T B ADHAT |
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1.5.

1.6.

1.7.

A B SMariid / HRITeriA / it e wae & uReR H Dls geT Nl © Al
gedl 2, T Ya9 & Al /Bl /SR 3T § 39 YR A bl WIdl 8, forad
9T / QIR B WD JGRET TR H IS Sl 8 3R /AT IAS [Fariydl &1 grer
DI QAT B ST 7, A YA Wi goidl / @fn /o |Efeal & AMel |
RS, WA & Hag § W—YAVH & UaTd U Jelil ®I doblel 8l /Bels X
DI AR eI JITHRY DI Ffad IR Tl |

I NeAd SF /HGT RATAAT & ANTIHIGR H &7 39 UHR 3Md &, oy gRem # qmen
I Bl ©, Taie I aied 8T 8, AREHdS GRE gqIiad Bl 8 R /AT
A B gReT B U weRS 2, ar iy < drel Toikll U9 st Bl qRa
B2/ BClg BR ADHI AR eI MABRI DI FlAd PR Tl |

O A1 ga gell, AIReR 7 ¥ g 8¢ gell, JuE A1 3 fhdl Reafd & iy &
JATBT dTel Jeli & Al 4, JHA—ariica goikll /s U8 g&ll &l qRd 8¢/ Belg
PR Y WEH BRI TAT geT BRI DI Ffad He |

faeell ger uRRReror M, 1994 @1 ORT 8 & AR, VW Jell dI ey & 24 o &
AR YfA—aTfica arell Toidl, &ith, RS&Yy 3Mfe §RT e o Hafd get sy o1 &
ST @13 Y | I8 SUICIY §—BRE UIce: https:/dpta.cforest.delhi.gov.in TR Y—asne HAlzd gef &I
FH A HH A9 TRB B AT —TelT U AR AT dels & Ao & I, Awes @ e &
I TR IS P & ARIH W fBar S Faar | 3&T ANHR 39 AfAFH & a/71 8 @

RgP B JJAR U & U H WIbR BT | gal ADpR) e AT JA—arficg arell goidl &l
e SR AR Fad B &R Al 9 FRIeror e & FRfig SR & SR e W U @aRAae g8l
B TET &, I d W AR H HRATS BT |

S S HATAT URhAT BT S dad HUR ddTs T3 IRRARRT # F0Eqel HRars Bl
JITH T & | JEf, PR 918 § Ig <l ol @ b (A 9 39 99w &1 gouan fbar g, ar

IH R HEOT a9 Bl B A< BRATg DI ST |

IS ST 83 faeell & SURTSIUTA
D QY | TAT SD M W,

A9l U138, IR q&A Hiea (faRer ud o)

DEPARTMENT OF FORESTS & WILDLIFE
NOTIFICATION

Delhi, the 6th June, 2025

DIRECTIONS TO TREE OFFICERS UNDER SECTION 33 OF THE DELHI PRESERVATION OF TREES

ACT (DPTA), 1994 REGARDING SECTION 8 OF THE ‘DPTA, 1994’
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No.F.8(277)/Forest/TC/Sec-8(DPTA)/2025-26/3177:- In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 33 of
the Delhi Preservation of Trees Act (DPTA), 1994, the Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi, in public

interest, hereby, gives the following directions to Tree Officers, regarding Section 8 of the ‘DPTA, 1994°.

Section 8 of the Delhi Preservation of Trees Act (DPTA), 1994 states the following: -

“8. Restrictions on felling and removal of trees. -Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for the

time being in force or in any custom or usage or contract and except as provided in this Act or the rules
made thereunder, no person shall fell or remove or dispose of any tree or forest produce in any land,
whether in his ownership or occupancy or otherwise, except with the previous permission of the Tree
Officer:

Provided that if the tree is not immediately felled, there would be grave danger to life or property or
traffic, the owner of the land may take immediate action to fell such tree and report the fact to the Tree

Officer within twenty-four hours of such felling.”

In view of the above-mentioned proviso of Section 8 of the DPTA, 1994, an indicative list of general

situations wherein the proviso of Section 8 of the DPTA, 1994 is unambiguously applicable, is given below for the

guidance of Tree Officers:

1.1

1.2.

1.3.

1.4.

L.5.

1.6.

If trees stand on or grow in the right of way of a road, bridge, underpass, over bridge, foot over bridge
etc. in a manner that poses danger to life and property, obstructs free flow of traffic, affects structural
safety and / or is detrimental to the safety of people, the owner or occupier of such land shall be able to

remove / prune such trees immediately and inform the Tree Officer.

If tree stands on or grows on the right of way of a drain in a manner that hampers the flow of water,
obstructs desilting of the drain and is detrimental to the safety of maintenance / cleaning personnel, the
drain owning agency shall be able to remove / prune such trees immediately and inform the Tree

Officer.

If trees stands on or grows in the right of way of a sewer line or on the sewer line itself, in a manner, that
hampers the flow of sewer, obstructs desilting of the sewer line, damages the sewers line and / or is
detrimental to the safety of maintenance / cleaning personnel, the sewer owning agency shall be able to

remove / prune such trees immediately and inform the Tree Officer.

If tree falls within the precinct of a heritage building / structure or grows in a manner, that endangers its
structural safety and hampers its restoration and / or is detrimental to the safety of maintenance /
restoration personnel, the owner /agency shall be able to remove/prune such trees immediately and

inform the Tree Officer.

If tree falls or grows in or on the precinct of any building residential / official / commercial etc., or
extends into the Balconies / chhajas / walls etc. of the building in a manner, that endangers structural
safety of the building / wall and / or threatens the safety of its inhabitants, the land owning agency /
individual / RWAs in case of housing societies, after self-certification regarding ownership, shall be able

to remove/prune such trees immediately and inform the Tree Officer.

If trees falls in the right of way of a Railway Track / Metro Installation in a manner, that hampers

security, obstructs free flow of traffic, affect structural safety and/or is detrimental to the safety of
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people, the land- owning agency shall be able to remove/prune such trees immediately and inform the

Tree Officer.

1.7. In case of dried up or dead trees, trees leaning in a precarious manner, being vulnerable to fall in the
event of a storm or otherwise, the land-owning agency / individual shall be able to remove / prune such

tree immediately and inform the Tree Officer.

The requisite information must be reported to the concerned Tree Officer by the land-owning agency,
individual, RWA etc., within 24 hours of the felling / cutting of such trees, as per Section 8 of the DPTA, 1994. This
may be done by way of uploading a photograph of the tree from at least three different sides, along with geo-
coordinates and the justification for felling, accompanied by another photograph after the execution, on the DPTA e-
Forest Portal: https://dpta.eforest.delhi.gov.in. The Tree Officer shall accept it as compliance in accordance with
proviso of Section 8 of the Act. The Tree Officer may also, suo motu, issue directions to the land-owning agency and
shall take necessary action on their own if they notice any such dangerous tree during the course of inspection / routine

field visits.

These SOPs are intended only to facilitate bona fide action in the circumstances enumerated above. However,
if at a later stage it is found that anyone has misused this provision, he / she will be liable for action under relevant
forest laws.

By Order and in the Name of the Lt. Governor
of the National Capital Territory of Delhi,
BIPUL PATHAK, Addl. Chief Secy. (Environment & Forests)
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