GOVERNMENT OF NCT OF DELHI
DEPARTMENT OF FORESTS & WILDLIFE,
A-BLOCK, 2" FLOOR, VIKAS BHAWAN,
IP ESTATE, NEW DELHI-110002

F.1(2826)/Legal/HQ/25-26/ 2994 — 3026 Date: 02.06.2026
CIRCULAR

Subject: Compliance of order dated 06.05.2026 passed by the Hon’ble High Court of Delhi
in CONT.CAS (C) 272/2026 titled Bhavreen Kandhari vs. Vijay Kumar Bidhuri &
Ors. regarding stay of SOP dated 02.05.2025.

Kind attention is invited to the Gazette Notification dated 02.05.2025 titled “Standard
Operating Procedure for dealing with Tending and Pruning of Tree(s) under Section 33 of the

Delhi Preservation of Trees Act, 1994,” issued by the Department of Forests & Wildlife,
GNCTD.

The Hon’ble High Court of Delhi, vide order dated 06.05.2026 passed in CONT.CAS (C)
272/2026 titled Bhavreen Kandhari vs. Vijay Kumar Bidhuri & Ors., has stayed the operation of

the following provisions contained in the aforesaid SOP till the next date of hearing i.e.
20.07.2026:

“2. No permission will be required from the Tree Olfficer, for general tending and light
pruning where branches to be pruned are having girth less than 15.7cm. Photographs of
such pruning will be uploaded on theeforest portal.

3. If the tree(s) for which pruning is required is standing in public spaces like road,
Jfootpath, street, park etc of MCD/ NDMC/ DDA/ PWD/ CPWD/ASI/Delhi Cantt etc or in
building/premise of any government agency uand is posing danger to life, property or
traffic, then such agencies can proceed for tending/light pruning themselves, irrespective
of the girth, in supervision of their senior horticulture officer and inform to the Tree
Officer with geo-referenced before and after photographs/ video of such tree(s) in
harmony with provisions of Section 8 of the DPTA 1994.”



“In this view of the matter, the SoP dated 02.05.2025 permitting as aforesaid shall

remain stayed till the next date of hearing.”

The Hon’ble Court has, inter alia, observed that the aforesaid provisions are contrary to
the judgment dated 29.05.2023 passed in W.P.(C) 2317/2023 and accordingly directed that the

said provisions shall remain stayed till the next date of hearing.

In view of the aforesaid directions of the Hon’ble High Court, the contents of the order
dated 06.05.2026 are hereby brought to the notice of all concerned for information, necessary
action and strict compliance. It is requested that no action be taken in terms of the stayed
provisions contained in para 2 and para 3 of the SOP dated 02.05.2025 until further orders of the
Hon’ble Court.

This issues with the approval of the competent authority.

Deputy Conservator of Forests (P&M)
Encl:

1. Order dated 06.05.2026 passed by the Hon’ble High Court of Delhi in CONT.CAS (C)
272/2026 titled Bhavreen Kandhari vs. Vijay Kumar Bidhuri & Ors.

2. Standard Operating Procedure for dealing with Tending and Pruning of Tree(s) under
Section 33 of the ‘Delhi Preservation of Trees Act, 1994°, 2025

To,

1. The Commissioner of Police, Delhi Police, Jai Singh Road, New Delhi-110001.

2. The Vice Chairman, Delhi Development Authority (DDA), Vikas Sadan, INA, New
Delhi-110023.

3. The Commissioner, Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD), Dr. S.P. Mukherjee
Civic Centre, J.L.N. Marg, New Delhi-110002.

4. The Chairperson, New Delhi Municipal Council NDMC), Palika Kendra, Parliament
Street, New Delhi-110001.

5. The Principal Secretary, Public Works Department (PWD), GNCTD, MSO Building,
I.P. Estate, New Delhi-110002.



10.

11.

12.
13.

14.

13

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21
22,

23,

The Chief Executive Officer, Delhi Parks and Garden Society, Delhi Secretariat, New
Delhi.

The Chairman, National Highways Authority of India (NHAI), Sector-10, Dwarka,
New Delhi-110075.

The Director General (Works), Central Public Works Department (CPWD), Nirman
Bhawan, New Delhi-110011.

The Chief Executive Officer, Delhi Jal Board (DJB), Varunalaya, Jhandewalan, New
Delhi.

The Director (Horticulture), Environment Department, GNCTD, LP. Estate, New
Delhi.

The Chairman-cum-Managing Director, NTPC Limited, NTPC Bhawan, Lodhi Road,
New Delhi-110003.

The Chief Executive Officer, Delhi Cantonment Board, Delhi-110010.

The Managing Director, Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC), Metro Bhawan,
Barakhamba Road, New Delhi-110001.

The Chairman-cum-Managing Director, Delhi Transport Corporation (DTC), LP.
Estate, New Delhi-110002.

The Chairman-cum-Managing Director, Delhi State Industrial and Infrastructure
Development Corporation (DSIIDC), Wazirpur Industrial Area, Delhi-110052.

The Managing Director, BSES Rajdhani Power Limited (BRPL), BSES Bhawan,
Nehru Place, New Delhi-110019.

The Secretary, Directorate of Higher Education, GNCTD, Pitampura, Delhi-11 0034.
The Director, Directorate of Education, GNCTD, Delhi-110054.

The Chief Executive Officer, Delhi Urban Shelter Improvement Board (DUSIB),
ITO, New Delhi.

The General Manager, Northern Railway / Divisional Engineer (Horticulture),
Northern Railway, Baroda House, New Delhi.

The Chief Engineer, Irrigation & Flood Control Department, GNCTD.

The Chief Executive Officer / Managing Director, Tata Power Delhi Distribution
Limited (TPDDL), Delhi.

All District Magistrates of Delhi.




24. All Deputy Commissioners of Police (Districts), Delhi.

25. The Land and Development Officer, Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs, Nirman
Bhawan, New Delhi-110001.

26. All Principal Secretaries/Secretaries/Heads of Departments, Government of NCT of
Delhi. _

27.IT Cell, Department of Forests & Wildlife, GNCTD, with the request to upload the

Circular on the Departmental website.

Copy for information to:

G

Secretary to Principal Secretary (Environment & Forests), GNCTD.
PCCF & HoD, Department of Forests & Wildlife, GNCTD.

CCF (A), Department of Forests & Wildlife, GNCTD.

CCF, Department of Forests & Wildlife, GNCTD.

All DCFs/Tree Officers, Department of Forests & Wildlife, GNCTD.
Guard File.

Deputy Conservator of Forests (P&M)
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TE T T & et aahe

GOVERNMENT OF THE NATIONAL CAPITAL TERRITORY OF DELHI
99 U4 q-gofiq faumT
JfereE=T
faeetl, 2 78, 2025

B0 "o 8(204) /a4 / q&ATd / Nigersii—Il / SdIEY / 202223 / 1424.—fAcell  ger  aRRveror
AT, 1994 B O 33 GRT U< WRKAT BT YANT IR gU, TS I &5 ol R, Sd 4,
TaegRI, “facel get uRReror aifafem (M), 1994 & Siaiid g&ll &1 <@l Ud Bels =g AM® Hare
aforar (aed))” g el B |
faeell ga uRwevr afifem, 1994 @ Sfaviad gel &1 Hadarns I@HIl U4 BTlE 8q AN Gdlad
ufspar |

facell faea & a1 eRa o ol § 9 U@ &, R a9 &3 § 9t gaRmon, RS vivke, 99
fafaerar ure, a1 AW # RO, WER B A A # fune e, TR a9 onf} ¥ | wreifie wriery
afed B 3R IS¥ WHRI P sRd TOiREl & 1M ik fFARAR vl & SR g8 8Rd 3R oNdR 9¢
L&

foeeh @ faera vy 4 eRd &3 &1 e gden wfedr el 2 3R 39 99y § Ir«fdd w9 9
s fy MU E, s gRomawy wer # sRa eFl @ fOwR g 21 sRa &3l # 59 gfg & @, g&ll &
JsMe vegd & foU U gerdd SfR QUi: JRIET vomell @ FRAR SR |ad awasddl 8, IR wu ¥

3258 DG/2025 @))
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Frdoif~rp I O fb Teol, Ui, ARy / a1foriasd / ERemTd &=, faxrad oAt snfe 8 wiefl fafid wu
T 9 =T H ol Sd—od 8 /V&8d |

qelt B BeI$ UH IETaET iR a9 Hae ugfa B, fr g & Sfifdd a1 Ja wen sierar wmaErsit o
PICAT AT SN WA B, Al ST AR P ghg @1 ohe d IR 8, E[HWW@W%THQH/IIT

7/ Rt & R & SiRes oF oF fear ST wd, $6 SR g8 BF faT JHErT qgery wdtaH 9
Ygfdl BT UTeld B g&ll & d=Al~d Jae Bl garar a1 S | |

eft B ARATHS I@H Ud Bels 7 ddd SHb [9bM, AR AR IR ¥ Teagt 8, d9few
ST AR 3R FAFRIAT TRIR & RO S0 S Y —AR TAT Fdhe B HH B & forg 41 ifard 7|
A1 B, TT IMaIH A &5 & Aigd T Siiad iR HURT S GRel vd 9919 B Il © |

frforRad aRUT W geft @ AT S @ vd Berg W amawad g

(@) @a® gHeAR ¥ g9 & oIy AS®, Nold g, #gl, JMRIMREIVH, Heure, ARfhd ¢, ;lbbdn Ry,
s, AMIRGR oM & FPAR SaiBHIT AR WaRATS RIS B gl S HIe” @], der,
wTsfhet AT, el AT onfy @1 gfte Y@ H 9 I A £ |

@) fgd T iR o/ W@l ¥ g9 & fou ow fIgd ARl /@adl 9 W g 990 /@ forg galt
@ fFrafig gers @ o @Ry |

(M  zARGL =_I, FuRRET &N @7 gl H A, dAcH! §S TAT T g <Al /AR § BF dTel JHAE |
M 2] gl B FAATHSD @I Td BeTS 3Madd 2 |

@) FIT dEe /B8 ART AT Bl Adog B dlcl gell BHI ARIRI Bl SN, S ARIURT AT G1Q I
% forg amaeded & A1 AN BT GReT & ol W Uep AR ues ¢ |

(8) dIci T MRl & 3mepHoT & R #, Hich o ARGl & JAR Bl AP & [ol¢ Jd I dic—ded
TEfAT 3R ATERN ®I BT 3MaeIH BT Sl ©;

@) T D MR F MFHem darel HAGR ARERI IR I@ifed cafal @ gem ¥ 38 & W 9Fl W s
RISk Wal @I gig Bl & S uferdl, SRl & foy omRfara Wiv & wu H B aRd g

(B8) HIHATHS I@HA Td BeE I GJ BT Threr 3ifde 7= # oar 2, o faeif™a € &1 va 9id 8 | @Rey
aTRReIfa] T3 @1 ggrar <1 3R oid fafdgdr @1 g & oy g & < Bic! enfsal ok gl &l gfg
% forg fY S F1 T MMATF R |

() <@ g&7 HEGIR B AT § 9T O g1 bl ReIfd BT AHAT 81 BR Ul ©, A Sl <9l Ud Bels
HIAT STN] B AT B | A AR B BER BRA W g&T BT a9 A & 9T 2 | I8 fRY wU ¥ d9
TEA BT 7 O gl B SISl Bl s A9d A B AT O B HROT F qeT B T Ul § B
AR BT AT HHGIR 8T |

AN Y GRET Ud 91 PI URH SMaIDHAT BT <@ gU, fcell ger ulRReror 1w, 1994 & Wraem, aery 3iiR
S B I H @A gY, LT I 8 ool WeR, fafne Al § gl @ Hagdre e Ud
Bels Bq fQocll g& ufReqoT SIffM, 1994 @1 ORT 33 & oiceia fifgd wftkdl g1 fFder SN &= |
FHSAI © |

faeell gar aRveer AfSfm, 1994 &Y gRT 33 & favia g& (g&Al) B HAYATTHS® I@HTA UG BTE &
$1 vq F=fafaa feen—Mde &1 a6 garad ufean, 2025 © $1 @I —

1. ARk o5 ARG/AFRG TR/ TRAR YO/ IRSGY / BU /H7ed anfe grar 2 5 faft e
(@&l @1 <EE /ARl Fiedr /s, el R 157 Hodlo I IHH JAf¥d B Bl BW
gars s Rofoal § @ed & awdddr 8, A Mded sHDG! TR B foll s-BRE  UIcd
(https://www.dpta.eforest.delhi.gov.in) W 9@ —Hafd dTERI (IAF g & U T 4) &
Ay AT g AMBRI I AT Bg AFATST e PR FHal © | AFAR AT AT BT a1 g&l
BRI gRT 3Macd &I ST UlhaT &I U HRA & Ugard YOI 3Mded W 8F & fafr 9 7 ord
feast & Hiar €1 SIeEd |

2. wmﬁaﬁaﬁaﬁrw157®ﬁrﬁwqﬁ%aﬁ% &l %i'quﬂch@é@ﬂaaﬁ?%Fcﬁ
Bels g 981 AP A FART BT Maegea Te1 811, W BeTg &l TR 3—BRE dlcd W Tals Bl
ST |
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3. If 98 9o ol v enfe 2, Ui/ veivaed /. S/ feeg®l / dfieeeygEl / vewans / faeeh
He AT & AETD WIHl SI— Fedh, BT, Tell, Ui Alfe H AT B ARPRI Toldl & 9a / UIRER
H O T ® iR Siew, Hufy a1 araErd @ folt Hdhe I @) I 7, O U1 Tl oRfY W
feu o, oroe aRss arrar SRl & widenr § wWd HaeHHe @9l /Bl Bl ® BRI bl dY
HH & TAT SIUIEIY 1994 BT GRT 8 P WU & MJwU U J& (gafl) B Y—Haid gd iR gearq &l
TR/ AfEA & AT geT AN BT GRad wR qohel! 2 |

AT AR -

i. gl A AR @ U9 B B B W WeR g uiRa fRer-frdet @ eEr
Y- /a1 arett Toredl g7 forar S 2 |

i. IS 3MaEd Y- T & A M | SFTART 0T uF forr S @y |

iii. o vd gwroia T, S o e fReell e, Y dR W gelf @ HaEETHS S@Eie a1 BTl
TEl At ©, dfed ST FRiewr & geag & WMl /-waTia arell Yoidl B gel @ Berg @l
JTFART ST 2 |

iv. & AMNBR daa WM /a1 drell Yol §RT a9 Ud a=ioiia a4, ISR Iroter e el
WRPR B s—PRIC UIce & HYH I IMded WIhR Bl AR FA 3 ®Y § ST ded WIbR —al
fog e |

v. & (gel) BT BT W TRE BT Bels d9ND RID A DI S ANy difds 399 g& (Gell) I Jhdr |
U | BCTs $I HM T (RIS & UHderor § a1 drell Toidl gRT fhar e =nfey |
I e 59 Gag § SR 9 gqdadt feen—frdeit @ erfdsmeer BN |

I o 8 faeel & SURTSIUTe
B AR I dqAT S 9 R,

va. {78, e afua (TafaRer v a=)

gaTh—1
@. 981 AfERAT &1 ARSR &=

AT B A § IR (4) ST a9 WRed (SRIUH) €, 2 g1 iR & wu § fha fear w5, S gal @
BCls @ oIy S—BRI Uicd WR e AMhaAl & TARHROT B GAT UG B & AT At Bl AFTdl &

JTAR S RIS & Uz AT & R © | 39 BRI Bl [&dId 20.01.2021 B AR & AR,
faeell # 9@ Fefda ffreR &3 A= & 78 arferer § 7T U E |

98 A / SvE &1 Frtd BRI BT Il Iored et &1 9

JU I TRETP, HHAT A8 R, ITR—Id
feeet—110007 | ad

a9 YHET IMEENT

$ho—dcfcentral-gnctd@delhi.gov.in ey

ST g7 TRETD, HETeHT el Sietery afEdd R e | SR

ESMICEBCIN] B IR, SFeAGR, FDIeh, IaR—TREm
faceii—110036 |

$8al — defnorth.gnctd@delhi.gov.in afgers

JY g7 ARETP, Hfex o, fesem Afex, | =féror — ufdem
faeii—110060 |

gf¥=eft 99 garT E

$Ha — defwest.gnctd@gov.in
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I I e, T VS, JADEIR, gfayor

s feei—110044 |
<féroft a9 g\ T
$9a —dcfsouth.delhi@gov.in

. dbel, IAAY T fFraerT —
JAT TGN BT GRRARN / TOiRIdT / ERBRY AT gRT fdhead 39 °1e IR 9o ST a3 ¢ |

DEPARTMENT OF FORESTS & WILDLIFE
NOTIFICATION
Delhi, the 2nd May, 2025

F.8(204)/FOREST/HQ/PLG.-II/DPTA/2022-23/1424.—In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 33
of the Delhi Preservation of Trees Act, 1994, the Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi, in public
interest, hereby, notifies “Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for tending and pruning of trees under Delhi
Preservation of Trees Act (DPTA), 1994~

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE FOR TENDING AND PRUNING OF TREES UNDER DELHI
PRESERVATION OF TREES ACT, 199%4.

Delhi is one of the greenest capital cities in the world with a large area under avenue plantation, ridge forest,
biodiversity parks, floodplain plantation, huge parks in residential areas across the city, city forest, etc. This green
cover has consistently increased due to sincere and continued efforts of greening agencies of central & state
governments including community participation.

In the development path of Delhi, green area development has always been a priority and sincere efforts have
been made in this regard resulting in expansion of green spaces in the city. With this growth in green spaces, there is a
continuous and sustained need to have an efficient and foolproof system for scientific management of trees
particularly in public spaces like roads, parks, residential/ commercial/ institutional areas, heritage buildings etc which
are regularly frequented/ inhabited by a large number of people.

The pruning of trees is a horticultural and silvicultural practice, involving cutting of or removing living or
dead parts or branches of a tree to improve vigour of growth of desired parts, improve shape of tree and/ or for
reducing risk from falling of dead / broken branches, thus to promote scientific management of trees by following the
best silvicultural practices without damaging the tree.

Tending and pruning of trees is not only important for its growth, shape, size but it is also imperative for
minimising threat and danger to the public due to its uncontrolled and unregulated spread. At the same time, this
essential activity enhances the aesthetics of the area and safety & security of life and property.

Tending and pruning of trees is also essential due to following reasons-

(a) Removal of undesirable and dangerous branches along the road, railway line, metro, RRTS, footpath, cycle
track, traffic lights, signages, right of way etc obscuring line of sight of motorists, driver, cyclists, pedestrians
etc to avoid fatal accidents.

(b) Regular pruning of trees to maintain acceptable clearance from overhead electric wires/ cables to avoid
electrical fire and other hazards.

(c) Tending and pruning of trees is essential to save buildings, houses, properties etc from damage which can be
caused by dead, hanging and detached twigs / branches of trees.

(d) Removing the branches of trees blocking street lights/high mast light which is necessary to maintain
illumination around it and also an essential component for safety and security of people.

(e) In case of invasion of pests and diseases, removal of dead or insect-carrying twigs and branches becomes
essential in order to eliminate proliferation of pests and diseases;

(f) Removal of weak branches and undesirable shoots originating from the tree base allow growth of new
branches and fruits on healthy parts of the tree which act as reserve foods for birds, animals;

(g) Tending and pruning allow penetration of more sunlight, a source of vitamin D. Sunlight is also essential for
the growth of small shrubs and grasses beneath a tree to promote a healthy ecosystem and add to the
biodiversity.
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Tending and pruning becomes inevitable when a tree becomes weak and can’t withstand strong wind
conditions. Pruning of overcrowded branches reduces the weight of the tree. This is essential particularly
when the root anchorage of the tree is not firm or when the root system is disturbed or weakened due to any
reason.

In view of absolute necessity for safety and security of the people, keeping in mind the provision, intent and
purpose of the Delhi Preservation of Trees Act, 1994, Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi considers it
expedient to issue directions by the powers vested in it under Section 33 of the Delhi Preservation of Trees Act, 1994
for tending and pruning of trees in specific cases.

The

following directions shall be called as “Standard Operating Procedure for dealing with Tending and

Pruning of Tree(s) under section 33 of the ‘Delhi Preservation of Trees Act, 1994°, 2025”-

1.

If any Individual/ civic agency/ government agency/ RWA/ company/ organisation etc finds that
twigs/branches/shoots/roots of any tree(s), which are having girth equal to or more than 15.7 cm, are required
to be pruned in circumstances enumerated above, then applicant can apply online for the pruning of same on
e-Forest portal (https://www.dpta.eforest.delhi.gov.in) along with their geo-referenced photographs(for each
tree separately) to the concerned Tree Officer for the permission. Permission or otherwise will be
communicated by tree officer to the applicant within 7 working days from the date of receipt of complete
application after following due process.

No permission will be required from the Tree Officer, for general tending and light pruning where branches
to be pruned are having girth less than 15.7cm. Photographs of such pruning will be uploaded on the e-forest
portal.

If the tree(s) for which pruning is required is standing in public spaces like road, footpath, street, park etc of
MCD/ NDMC/ DDA/ PWD/ CPWD/ASI/Delhi Cantt etc or in building/premise of any government agency
and is posing danger to life, property or traffic, then such agencies can proceed for tending/light pruning
themselves, irrespective of the girth, in supervision of their senior horticulture officer and inform to the Tree
Officer with geo-referenced before and after photographs/ video of such tree(s) in harmony with provisions
of Section 8§ of the DPTA 1994.

General Instructions:

L.

ii.

iii.

iv.

Tending and Pruning of Trees has to be done by the land owner/ land-owning agency as per guideline
formulated by the State Government.

NOC from the land owner(s), if applicant is not the land owner.

The Department of Forests & Wildlife, GNCTD does not get the trees tended or pruned directly but only
accords the tree pruning permission to the land - owner / land-owning agency after due inspection.

The Tree Officer will accept application(s) only through e-forest portal of the Department of Forests &
Wildlife, GNCTD by the land owner / land owning agency and application submitted in any other form
will not be accepted.

Any kind of pruning of the tree(s) must be carried out in a scientific manner so that it does not damage
the tree(s). Pruning must be done by the land-owning agency in the expert supervision of a
Horticulturist.

These directions shall supersede all earlier guidelines / directions issued in this regard.

By Order and in the Name of the Lt. Governor
of the National Capital Territory of Delhi

A.K. SINGH, Principal Secretary (Environment & Forests)

ANNEXURE-I

A. JURISDICTION OF TREE OFFICERS:

As on date there are four (4) Deputy Conservator of Forests (DCFs), who are designated as Tree Officers, to facilitate
processing of online applications on e-Forest portal for tree pruning and to accord permissions for the same, after due
inspections, as per merit of the case. As per this office Notification dated 20.01.2021, their respective jurisdictions in
Delhi are shown in table below.

Office of Tree Officers / DCFs Office Address Name of Revenue

Districts

Deputy Conservator of Forests, Central Forest | Kamla Nehru Ridge, North - East
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Division Delhi-110007. East
Email - Shahdara
dcfcentral-gnctd @delhi.gov.in
Central
Deputy Conservator of Forests, Campus of MGICCC, Alipur, | North
North Forest Division Bakoli, Delhi-110036. North - W.
Email - dcfnorth.gnctd @delhi.gov.in ort est
West
Deputy Conservator of Forests, Mandir Lane, Birla Mandir, Delhi- | South - West
West Forest Division 110060.
Email - dcfwest.gnctd @ gov.in
New Delhi
Deputy Conservator of Forests, Shooting Range, Tughlakabad, South
South Forest Division New Delhi-110044.
Email - dcfsouth.delhi @gov.in South - East

B. DISPOSAL OF TIMBER, LOPS & TOPS:-

All lops & tops are required to be sent to nearest crematorium by the institutions / agencies / govt. departments.
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI
+ CONT.CAS(C) 272/2026

BHAVREEN KANDHARI ....Petitioner
Through:
Versus
VIJAY KUMAR BIDHURI AND ORS. ... Respondents
Through:  Ms. Vaishali Gupta, PC, Civil,
GNCTD, Adv.
CORAM:
HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE JASMEET SINGH
ORDER
% 06.05.2026
1. Ms. Gupta, learned counsel for the respondent, requests for some

accommodation for filing further affidavit.
2. During the course of hearing, Mr. Prasad, learned counsel for the
petitioner, has handed over a copy of the judgment dated 29.05.2023 passed
in W.P(C) 2317/2023 titled Prof. Dr. Sanjeev Bagai & Ors. vs. Department
of Environment, Govt. NCT of Delhi & Ors. and more particularly on
paragraph No. 14, which reads as under:-
“14. Under the Act there is no sanction for the 15.7 cms
girth of a tree branch to be cut. Therefore, this figure is
incongruous with the statutory requirements as mandated
under sections 8 and 9 of the DPT Act. The so-called
permission granted under the Guidelines seek to over-
reach the statute. The Guidelines, are in conflict with the
DPT Act, they are arbitrary and illegal. Consequently,
the permission for pruning, presumed to be or granted

under the Guidelines would be of no consequence and

This is a digitally signed order.
The authenticity of the order can be re-verified from Delhi High Court Order Portal by scanning the QR code shown above.
The Order is downloaded from the DHC Server on 02/06/2026 at 17:52:38



shall always be nonest. Therefore, the Guidelines
permitting regular pruning of branches of trees with
girth up to 15.7 cm without specific prior permission of
the Tree Officer are hereby set aside. The only
permission that can be granted for pruning, etc. is under
section 9 of the Act.”
3. In contradistinction, he draws my attention to a notification dated
02.05.2025 issued by office of respondent No. 1 namely Standard
Operating Procedure for dealing with Tending and Pruning of Tree(s)
under Section 33 of the 'Delhi Preservation of Trees Act, 1994’
2025(““SoP”’) wherein it has been directed as under:-
“2. No permission will be required from the Tree Officer,
for general tending and light pruning where branches to
be pruned are having girth less than 15.7cm.
Photographs of such pruning will be uploaded on thee-
forest portal.
3. If the tree(s) for which pruning is required is standing
in public spaces like road, footpath, street, park etc of
MCD/ NDMC/ DDA/ PWD/ CPWD/ASI/Delhi Cantt etc
or in building/premise of any government agency and is
posing danger to life, property or traffic, then such
agencies can proceed for tending/light pruning
themselves, irrespective of the girth, in supervision of
their senior horticulture officer and inform to the Tree
Officer with  geo-referenced before and after

photographs/ video of such tree(s) in harmony with
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provisions of Section 8 of the DPTA 1994.”
+. This part of the notification is in teeth of the judgment dated
29.05.2023 which has attained finality and is binding on the respondents.
5. By virtue of the said notification, the respondent is undoing the
judgment dated 29.05.2023 which to my mind cannot be so done.
6. In this view of the matter, the SoP dated 02.05.2025 permitting as
aforesaid shall remain stayed till the next date of hearing.
7. Let the response affidavit be filed by Ms. Gupta, learned counsel for
the respondents, in the within 4 weeks from today.

8. List on 20.07.2026.

JASMEET SINGH, J
MAY 6, 2026/AS
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